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An Accident

Mohd Moatasim Azmi

Research Scholar, JNU,

He was talking at a high pitch in the telephone booth to
make himself audible enough despite the cacophonic
environment engulfing the noisy road. He began to make his
upper half of the body incline inside the booth to keep himself
away from the noise. Thus, he completed his talk by saying “wait
for me! | will show up there within a short while”. He put the
receiver back to its place and took a packet of Hollywood
cigarette from the table. He paid the money to the seller for the
cigarette and call”. He turned around walking down direction to
the road.

He was around sixty years old tall, lanky with ball shaped
forehead, chin and eyes. His baldhead had a few hairs that had
turned grey like those of on his chin. His personality was symbolic
of his carelessness perhaps because of his age or the nature or
character or the self-forgetfulness. However, he was enjoying a
joyful life. His eyes were beaming with liveliness and happiness.
He lit the cigarette and took a deep puff. It seemed that he was
looking inside not to the road. He inclined towards right side by
alongside of Lorrie’s lines standing with the sidewalk. He found
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one exist to the road. He shook the cigarette off and was smiling,
then passed though the way out so that he could cross the road
to other side.

As he crossed the front side of the last lorry, he felt that a
Ford Car was rushing towards him at high speed. One of the
witnesses told after that, “it was necessary for him to return fast.
If he did that, he could have saved himself despite the speed of
the car. However, what was the reason — may be suddenly or bad
luck or death for that matter— that he jumped towards the front
shouting “Oh Allah”. The consecutive accidents happened. A
howling like cry came out from the man. At the same time cry of
the fear came out from the passer-by and the people standing on
the sidewalk and the platform of the Al Tram station. The man
was seen rising in the air few meters then falling on the earth as a
non-human like entity.

The brake of the Ford created a rattled and creaking voice
and it was creeping on the earth by stopped frozen wheels. There
was a rush towards the victim in two seconds or seconds as the
flock of the pigeons in order to become in a thick immune wall.
The commotion was spread in the area. The body of the man was
motionless. He was fallen back long down on his face. No one was
daring to touch him. His one leg was stretched to the other. The
other was folded pulled away the pantaloons from thin heavy
haired shank. One shoe was missing. There was a silence, which
had covered him against everything that was around him as if
there was nothing, which could matter to him. The driver of Ford
car attached his back with the door of the car. He was addressing
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the group of the bare footed that had surrounded the victim to
observe.

| did not make any mistake. Suddenly he proceeded blindly
form the front side (before) of Lorries without looking towards
the right side as it was necessary.

When he found that, no one was paying any attention he
said again but this time in an addressing tone.

It was not possible that | could have avoided the collision.
One voice came out form the injured person like exhaling and he
made surprisingly a complete movement, second time one move,
and then he sinked into carelessness....

He did not die! Live!

May be minor injuries....

But he flew in the air, God forbid!
There is no blood.

Near his mouth, look...!

Every hour it happens like this.

A police officer came quickly and his footsteps made a way
across the man-made wall through that he passed. He was
shouting to the people to move from the scene. They moved
from some steps. Some steps only. Their eyes were gazed and
gawped on the man and not fearing off by keenness of its
operation and compassion. A man said:
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If he remains like this he will die and we would not be able
to do anything.

The police officer answered in a deterrent tone:

| have told that a slight touch would kill him. The relief aid
and rescue police are in the way.

The accident took place beside the road, so it was natural
that the cars would stop by it surrounding the scene along with al
Tram’s corridor. Thus, it made the space narrow in such a way
that it was moving very slowly and gathered in an extended and
over lapped lines. It was making noise and howling to no avail. Its
passengers were looking at the victim in a deep interest and the
some eyes avoided looking at the same out of fear. The rescue
police came behind his spiral siren so the circle became spacious
making his way to the man responsible. The officer was an
intelligent and wise man he issued an order to get the gatherings
dispersed subsequently he examined the man deeply. He asked
the police man:

Did the ambulance not come...?

While there was no need to this question so he found no
attention to reply. He asked (him-self) again:

Is there any witness?

One boot polisher, one lorry driver and one kababchi child
who was returning with his empty tray, proceeded and they
retold the officer the whole story starting from what happened
when the unknown person was talking in telephone booth. The
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ambulance came and its men surrounded the man. Their head
examined very carefully and cautiously while he was sitting
squatted. Then he stood up going towards the officer. He said:

| think he must be brought to the ambulance. The second
one said in an effective tone, which was not different from that of
effect, which happens by the horn of the car.

But he must be transferred to the Damardash hospital. The
officer understood at that time when the ambulance man said:

| hope that the victim is in a very critical state.

When the man was put in the checking room of Damardash
hospital the signs of the night were creeping like the mountain.
The head of the department checked him up himself then he
turned to his attendee saying:

Serious injury in the right lung, which risk the heart directly.
Operation?

He shook his head saying.

He is almost dying.

The physician was right. The man made a complete
movement. His chest cramped. Then he let out a light sobbing
sound and then settled out. Both physicians were observing him
closely as the head turned towards his assistant and he was
saying.

Finished?
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The checkpoint officer came and the man was still sleeping
with his complete cloths except one lost shoe. The physician said;
these accidents will never end.

The officer said while he was pointing towards the missing.
The statements of witnesses are not in favour of him.

Then he was coming close to the bed.

| hope that we will inquire about his identity.

He started his operation while the staff sergeant, his
companion unfolded a page on the table and got ready to register
his presence. The officer inserted his hand into the pocket. He
took out a medium size wallet of old currency. He checked pocket
one to another. He was dictating the staff sergeant.

Twenty-five paisa of the paper currency.
Prescription of Dr. Fauzi Suleiman...

He threw a cursory look at the medicines names. However,
he noticed that it was also written on its back. He looked at it
unwillingly suddenly he found that there were alcoholic materials,
eggs and some oily materials. It is better to escape from stimulant
like tea, coffee and chocolate. The officer made an inner smile as
the similar instructions were issued to him from the physician in
the same month. He continued to dictate and his fingers were
taking out the things, which were inside his wallet.

One small volume of the chapters of Holy Quran.
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When he did not find any other thing in the wallet, he said
peevishly

There is nothing, which can lead to his identification.

As soon as he checked the small inner pocket, he said in
sadness.

Three paisa and half of metal currency.

He also found a small jar and opened it. He found some
strange material like coffee powders. His nose was filled with a
scent smell. He started sneezing. He put the cover back to its
place and said with tearful eyes.

Snuff receptacle.

He continued the investigation and dictation; one
handkerchief, one Hollywood cigarette, a chain of keys and one
wristwatch.

In the last, what he found was a crumpled up page of
notebook. He opened it and found that it was a letter that was
not covered by any envelope still. He hoped that he might find in
it what could lead to confirming his identity. He looked on the
signature he found that it was not more than “your brother
Abdullah” was. He looked at the top of the page but the letter
was directed to the person titled as “My dear brother! May God
make your life longer”. He got fretted over this obduracy and did
not find it necessary to read the whole of it.

“My dear brother! May God make your life longer”.
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Today one biggest wish of life has come true.

He was compelled to stop raising his eyes to the date of the
letter. It was the date of today 20™ February. He extended his
look upon the lines towards the face which turned out to be pale
with frightening expression writ over it and stagnant like a statue.
That is what made his biggest wish of the life come true. The
physician asked:

Did you find anything?

He paid attention to himself and smiled in such a scurrilous
way that was clearly symbolising his being very much used to it
and then he said:

Today one biggest wish of life has come true, the letter
started with this!

He started reading again avoiding eye contacts with the
Physician: “All the nerve-wracking Burdens have ceased to
nothing. All of them have withered away and for that | Thank
Allah, Ameena, Bahiya and Zainab are in their houses and he is
doing job. Whenever | remembered the past, the one which was
replete with its troubles, miseries, apprehension and
wretchedness | thank Allah the favourer. Indeed it was the open
help.”

He scanned again over the dead man whose whereabout
was not known to anyone, and who raises fear with his silence
and seclusion and with his deep leaning towards unkown the
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troubles, the apprehension, the wretchedness the biggest hope
and the open help!

“After a long thinking | decided to leave the job”. Indeed, it
is impossible to be better in health as long as | stay here in the
city. | sifted a lot and found that | am working for the government
against three pounds. And that’s the difference between salary
and pension. Therefore, | decided that | would resign for the
pension. In sha Allah | would come soon down the streets of the
town. | would join your unprocurable company in the house of
Abd al Tawwab sheikh al Khafr. Now all is well and no possibility
to be better than what was before.

The officer folded the letter saying:

He was an employee as understood by his letter however,
it is not enough to identify who is he actually?

The physician said:

All necessary actions will be taken accordingly. In addition
to that, who knows, May be his family would come at some
suitable time and if that happens, they would collect the body
from autopsy room.

(Translation of <ulaf/a short story by Najeeb Mahfouz £ sdae e
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